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scribed, since it is the product of Comte's imagination. At any
rate, metaphysics have disappeared- positive science and espe-
cially sociology have taken their place; theology has given way
to the religion of Humanity. This religion is the result of the
agreement of all men about positive science. Not all the laws
of science need be known, but since these laws are merely the
relationships between experienced or observed facts, in so far
as they have been discerned, they must be true.

After the exposition of the three stages, he classifies the various
sciences in order to ascertain how far each has reached the
positivistic stage. This classification seems to be subjective and
not objective, for the order in which the sciences become posi-
tive depends upon the insight of men. At the very start, there-
fore, he deserts the objectivity of positivism and fits sciences to
man rather than man to the sciences. The last science to enter
into the positivistic stage is sociology, the science of human
relations. It is hardly too much to say that the only thing
positive about Comte's own account of sociology is its novel
name. But, since his day, many have tried to do what he failed
to do, that is, to apply positive natural science to the problems
that arise through the association of human beings in society.
Before describing Gomte's sociology, it will be convenient to
say something about this attempt.

The greatest difficulty which faces the student of sociology
is to put his finger on what is precisely novel about the science.
The observation of social phenomena, the attempt to correlate
them by the use of induction and deduction, is so natural to the
inquiring mind that it must have occurred to the first man who
asked the question 'Why?' Why do men seek shelter when it
rains? Because rain makes them wet and being made wet is an
unpleasant thing, therefore they put two and two together and
avoid the rain by putting something between the rain and
themselves. The first inquirer might have gone on to notice
that there was trouble among the people when the rainy season
began. Why? Because they had to come into close contact,
began to argue too much, and generally became the victims of
their tempers. Explanation of behaviour by natural causes is